[In vitro accumulation of the photosensitizer Photosens in the atherosclerotic plaque of the human carotid artery].
The investigation was undertaken to study the accumulation of the photosensitizer Photosens in arterial atherosclerotic plaques and to immunohistochemically identify cellular elements in them. Specimens were obtained during carotid endarterectomy. The preferential accumulation of Photosens occurred in the plaque areas containing the largest number of cells, such as macrophages and lymphocytes. The photosensitizer accumulated to a greater extent in the unstable plaques than in the stable ones, which seems to be associated with the more marked infiltration of unstable plaques by the cells involved in the inflammatory reaction.